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LIGHT BRINGS RESPONSIBILIXT.

In conclusion, dear friends, allow ine

to draw your attention to the responsibi-

lity that waits upon opportunity. The
condition of being taught of God is that

we should recognize his teaching to be

authoritative. Whatever instruction is

from him is obligatory. Even with re-

gard to an earthly instructor, this condi-

tion is involved. Let us suppose that

yon undertake to give instruction in astro-

nomy to some poor boy. He receives all

you say to him, until you begin to speak

of the rotation of the earth on its axis
;

he smiles at this and says he never will

believe it, for he knows a great deal

better
;
and he asks you to go on to the

next thing. You reply :
“ My poor boy,

you cannot understand the lessons that

follow the one just given you unless you

believe that
;
and if you do not believe
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what I say, bat imagine that yon know
better than I do, and if yon are simply go-
ing to pick ont of my instructions what
falls in with yoar own ideas, rejecting
the rest, there is no rise in my spending
all this time and trouble upon you. The
disciple is not above his master, but you
put yourself above me, sitting in judg-
ment on my teachings and rejecting this

and that.” In like manner, if you wish
to secure the continual instruction of
God, it will not do for you to set aside
this or that thing which He may show
you, because it demands the surrender of
cherished ideas. There is reason to be-
lieve that God comes to every man as a
teacher, and that he knows how to con-
vince him that the light he gives is real-

ly from him, and that just in the degree
in which a man submits to this light and
allows it to sway him, will he be guided
into fuller light. We are talking now of
the teaching that carries its own divine
stamp with it. It points out something
that is not congenial, that demands sacri-

fice, that involves danger, something from
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which the man's past habits make him

shrink. Just here is the crisis. If he re-

fuses to obey the teaching, he grieves his

Teacher, possibly, alienates him for ever.

Thousands have brought a blight upon

their spirits by the want of this loyalty

to light. They continue seeking, but

their seeking only takes them in a circle.

The characteristic of a true seeker is that

he is willing to receive light, no matter

by what medium, if it be really light,

something that makes him acquainted

with God, with himself, with duty. To

settle it beforehand that nothing good

can come to you from this or that source,

is anything but scholarly. Men talk

about the arrogance of teachers, but no-

thing can exceed the arrogance of scholars,

if they refuse the instruction that comes

to them from above, because of its un-

palatableness. Please note that we are

not speaking of authority vested in some

man, or claimed to be possessed by some

man, but of the authority that belongs to

clearly-attested truth from God* To ill-

ustrate this matter of responsibility, we
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may refer to the caHe of Naamaii, the

general of the forces of Syria, who was a
leper. A captive maid told Jiim that

there was a prophet in Samaria, a wor-
shipper of Jehovah, who con Id obtain for

him relief from his terrible disease. He
was satisfied that she was trnthfiil, and
that she must have been witness to such
cnrea as she spoke of. He made all prepa-

rations and staided upon his long journey,

taking with him many costly things as

presents. He followed the light that was
given him, and at length stood before the

door of the house where the prophet
lived. He had formed an idea in his

mind of the reception that the prophet
would give him, and of the way in which
he would effect his cure. But the pro-

phet, without coming forth to greet him,
sent a message that he should wash in the
river Jordan seven times. This was all

the welcome that met him. Not the
slightest interest was manifested in the

costly things that burdened the backs of

his camels
;
not the slightest deference

was shown to his mnk
:
just a bare word
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that he should bathe m Jordan. Naaman

was indignant
;
he came lo the conclu-

sion that he had taken this long jonriiev

on a fool’s errand. He sparned the direc-

tion given him. Jordan indeed
!
just as

though there were no rivers in Syria, At

Damascus, just at his door, there were

Abana and Pharphar, beautiful streams.

Then what a ridiculous idea that a man

could get I'id of leprosy by bathing, feo

he resumes his homeward journey, disap-

pointed and angry. Then his servants

point out to him that he had just as much

reason to try the proposed remedy, as he

had to come all the way from Damascus.

The same loyalty to the light from above

that had brought him here, would lead

him to follow the prophet’s instructions.

He gives heed to the suggestion of his

serva’^ts, goes to Jordan, washes and is

freed . rom his leprosy. Thousands, like

him, turn away from the guidance of hea-

ven, 'i^hen it involves something that

thein pride or prejudice disallows. God

graciously spoke to Naaman again, while

he was turning away from the truth, and
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this time by means of his own servants
;

and he would have lived and died a leper
if he had not given heed thereto.

(Jnto him that hath shall be given, says
Christ; and the context shows plainly
that he refers to truth grasped and fol-

lowed. How many there are in this

country who have reached a most un-
happy condition of doubt and indecision,

through their neglect of light. Truth that

requires actio7i ou/r party becomes our
enemy if we refuse to perform the required
acts. Had we yielded our selves to its

control we should have got help undreamt
of, and the mountain would have become
a plain. But through disloyalty to truth
a man reaches a place where on every
side he sees Alps on Alps arise, while the
leprosy of prejudice gets a more com-
plete hold of him.

Will you allow me to set before you
another instance, exemplifying the danger
of not following faithfully the light given ?

When the Israelites were on theii^way
from Egypt to Canaan, the king of Moab
was alarmed and became desirous of stop-
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ping their onward march. He conld not

think of any better way of accomplishing
this, than to secure the services of Ba-
laam, a prophet. He sent to him and
offered him the highest rewards if he

would come and by means of religious

ceremonies deprive the Israelites of that

divine help on which they relied. On the

first visit of the king’s messengers, Ba-
laam asked God for guidance, and receiv-

ed a positive command from the !Host

High not to consent to the King’s pro-

posals. The King sent again, making
larger offers. Balaam was so far dazzled

by these offers that he did what he should

not have done
;
he asked the Lord again

about the matter. The Lord suffered

him to go, and he went—to his own des-

truction. You sec he had clear light, but
he was not loyal to it

;
he allowed a con-

trary inclination to spring up in his

heart ;
he resisted the light, and was suf-

fered to follow the guidance of his own
inclination. Now there is too much rea-

son to believe that there are many in this

country (as in Europe) who have follow-
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ed the light till it hronght them in full

view of some })atlnvay where danger or

loss or humiliation seemed to await them,

and then they have turned away. They
are still seeking the liglit, but always with

this tacit stipulation, that it shall not

bring tiiem to that pathway
;
and it is no

wonder that they seek and find not. So
long as they are swayed by the fear cf

man's displeasure, the fear of having to

forfeit the friendship of their people, the

dread of undergoing reproach aioong those

w'hose respect they have hitherto enjoyed,

they are likely to be biassed and hinder-

ed in their quest of truth. But this is

simply a preference of man to Grod
;
mak-

ing more account of man’s favour than

of God’s
;
being more affected by man’s

displeasure than by God’s
;
in a word,

putting God below sinful man
;
an awful

insult to the Majesty of heaven. It is

vei’y certain that so long as you offer this

insult to your Creator, nothing that you
can do will please Him, nor will he ac-

cept the religious services you profess to

render Him.
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